authorities, the information provided is up-to-date, of high quality and beautifully illustrated throughout the book. One of the most impressive aspects of 'Clinical Anesthesia' is its uncompromising and detailed exposition of the basic sciences. The areas of physics, chemistry, pharmacology and statistics which are covered are both relevant to the practice of anaesthetics and clearly explained. However, the reader is treated as a properly educated professional and no attempt is made to distort fundamental principles for the sake of simplicity. This rigorous scientific attitude towards the basic sciences, which is carried on to the clinical sections of the book, is one of the great strengths of the work.
The general style and presentation of the text is uncompromisingly and unashamedly American. It may be disconcerting to some, for instance to find that the second chapter is concerned with the 'Medicolegal Aspects of Anesthetic Practice' and includes information such as 'What to do when sued'. Other chapters, such as that on 'Electrical Safety' contains much information which is not relevant to the Australian scene. Nonetheless, even these chapters make interesting reading because they touch on a number of important principles which have wide implications.
To sum up, 'Clinical Anesthesia' is a comprehensive and up-to-date single volume textbook with a distinctly American flavour. It is authoritative, well written and excellently illustrated. It is highly recommended as a manual of instruction for postgraduate study, and as a reference book for senior practitioners. Medicine. Sadly, the chapter on Physical Examination has been deleted from this second edition, a shift in emphasis which this reviewer finds unfortunate.
DAVID GIBB

Professor and Director
With so many authors, it is not surprising that the quality of chapters is variable. This approach has also led to some duplication. Two chapters discuss the mechanism of blood flow during external cardiac massage and two discuss thrombolytic therapy in acute myocardial infarction. The second chapter in the latter category contains not a single sub-heading and challenges even the most enthusiastic reader. The book has some notable omissions. Haemodynamic monitoring is discussed with no reference to its limitations. There is a learned discussion of the pathophysiology of vasomotor nephropathy but no mention of renal failure due to elevated intra-abdominal pressure and, more importantly, no discussion of dialytic and other therapy of acute renal failure.
Although this text is not fully comprehensive, it remains a valuable resource. Most chapters are well presented and most topics seem more than adequately covered. It is a useful addition to any library, while not completely replacing other texts and source material.
RA YMOND RAPER
Intensive Care Unit Royal North Shore Hospital Sydney
Basic Principles of Anaesthesia and Resuscitation, D. A. Corbett; The Book Printer, 5 Glenscott Crescent, Strathmore Heights, Vic 3041; $87.50; 145 X 220; pp. 503. There are a number of worthwhile sections in this long book (503 pages). However, the author's attempts to explain the inter-relationships between physiology, pharmacology and the clinical practice of anaesthesia are often defeated by outdated or incomplete information.
Many 'new' drugs are not described; isoflurane, atracurium and fentanyl are examples. There is no mention of adrenaline in a brief discussion of allergic reactions during anaesthesia. Oversimplification also results in omissions in some areas. This is noticeable, for instance, in the chapter on 'Monitoring'. Its valuable emphasis on clinical signs is not balanced by any details of monitoring equipment, beyond three lines entitled 'Special Monitoring Techniques'.
The author is to be congratulated on his completion of the enormous task of assembling this information and personally publishing the book. Unfortunately, the time taken to do this is apparent in deficiencies such as those mentioned. Because of these deficiencies, one would suggest that other
